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The Fifth Pillar of Islam  (The Pilgrimage or Hajj)  

1- Definition of Hajj:  

For Muslims, the Hajj or pilgrimage is the fifth and final pillar of Islam, it occurs in the month 

of Dhul Hijjah which is the twelfth month of the Islamic lunar calendar. It is the journey that 

every sane adult Muslim must undertake at least once in their lives if they can afford it and 

are physically able.  

Muslims of every ethnic group, color, social status and culture gather together in Mecca and 

stand before the Kaaba praising Allah together.  

2- Pre-Conditions for Hajj  

Hajj, the holy pilgrimage, is a duty for a Muslim but some of the conditions are to be satisfied 

before a pilgrim can start his or her journey for Hajj:  

• The first and foremost condition is that the person who wants to perform Hajj has to 

be a Muslim.  

• The Muslim who wants to perform Hajj has to reach at the stage of puberty.   

• Muslims who want to visit Mecca for Hajj but doesn’t have money for Hajj are not 

obliged to make the trip. Pilgrims are not allowed to borrow money from someone 

else for the trip.   

• A woman can only make the long trip of Mecca, if she has Mahram to accompany 

her. A woman without a Mahram (A relative whom she cannot marry) is not obliged 

to try to perform Hajj.  

3- The Hajj / pilgrimage includes the following:  

• Wearing the Ehram - the standard clothing for pilgrims upon arriving in Mecca  

• Performing Tawaf and Sa'ee in Masjid Al-Haram  

• Staying and praying in Mina  

• Spending the night at Mount Arafat in prayer  

• Staying in Muzdalfah  

• Revisiting Mina and stoning the Jamaraat (3 three devils)  

• Performing Eid-ul-Adha prayers  

• Performing Qurbani / Udhiya, the Sunna of Ibrahim.  

• Shaving his head. Women simply clip a piece of their hair.  

• Performing Tawaf-ul-wida.  

 

 



 
 
 

4- Kinds of Ihram:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5- Virtues of the Pilgrimage:   

There are many virtues of hajj including the following:   

• Entering Paradise is the reward of the valid and accepted Hajj. The Prophet (Peace 

and blessings of Allah be upon him) said “A Mabroor Hajj – complete and accepted – 

has no reward for it but Jannah.” (Bukhari and Muslim)  

• Hajj is one of the best righteous deeds and acts of obedience: Abu Hurayrah  may  

Allah  be  pleased  with  him narrated that the Prophet  sallallaahu  `alayhi  wa  sallam 

( may  Allah exalt his mention ) was asked: "‘What is the best deed?’ He replied: ‘To 

have faith in Allah and His Messenger.’ The enquirer asked: ‘What next?’ The Prophet  

sallallaahu  `alayhi  wa  sallam ( may  Allah exalt his mention ) said: ‘To perform 

Jihaad for the Sake of Allah.’ The enquirer asked: ‘What next?’ The Prophet  

sallallaahu  `alayhi  wa  sallam ( may  Allah exalt his mention ) said: ‘A valid and 

accepted Hajj.’" [Al-Bukhari, Muslim, At-Tirmithi, An-Nasaa’i, and Ahmad 

•  Pilgrims performing hajj are the guests of Allah and are under his care. 

6-ARAFAT DAY AND ITS VIRTUES 

 

 


