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Identity crisis in Amara Lakhlous’s novel « Tayyr al-layl” (night bird)
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Abstract:

Identity, discourse about identity and its representations in the Algerian
novels and all subsequent problems and issues have been a subject of
debate by critics and researchers in recent years especially by those
interested in post-colonial studies focusing on man’s identity in the
third world and in countries recently gaining their independence from



colonization which has been identified as the major source for the
problem of identity.

Within this framework of representing and grasping post-colonial
intellectual issues, the present communication comes as an occasion to
shed light on the experience of an immigrant Algerian novelist “Amara
Lakhlous” in his last novel “Tayyr al-layl” (night bird) (2019) and
uncovering the identity crisis in it.

The main purpose of this research is to answer the posited questions
emanating from the tracing back of Amara Lakhlous’s experience as a
novelist to find out the reasons behind his turning towards Algeria (in
terms of space, history and identity) in his novel “Tayyr al-layl” and
the reason behind his questioning the history of Algeria and to revive
its colonization period and afterwards, reaching out the end of the
second decade of the third millennium, after being interested for a long
time in the Other. In fact, the novelist has long been interested in the
problem of immigration and the sufferings of immigrants and their
relations to others in his previous novels “Al-baq wa al-girsan” (the
bug and the pirates) (1999), kayfa tarda’u mina di3ba douna an
ta3udak” (how to suck a she-wolf without being bitten) (2003), “Al
Qahira al-saghira” (The little Egypt) (2010). This led us to posit
another important question and its answer seems to be the only way to
understand the reasons behind this change of orientation. This
important question is as follows: how is the identity crisis revealed in
the novel “Tayyr al-layl”?

The present paper purports to answer this question and many others.

Key words: identity crisis; culture; defragmentation ; hybridity; Amara
Lakhlous, Tayyr al-layl.
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