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The Primacy of Sources over References in Medieval Historical
Research: Necessities and Precautions
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Abstract :

Historical research is fundamentally based on the sources that recorded its
events and documented its actions. The closer the research is to its primary sources,
the nearer it comes to truth and the more valuable it becomes in helping future
generations understand the evolution of societies and analyze the factors that
shaped the course of history.

However, in the midst of diverse intellectual trends, conflicting perspectives,
and the ongoing global struggle among various powers, groups, and civilizations—
all of which employ history to advance their own agendas and direct it toward their
interests—it has become imperative to warn of the grave danger threatening entire
generations of researchers. This danger arises when they rely upon and adopt a
flood of directed studies, consciously or unconsciously, without reexamining the
sources upon which these studies are based, or understanding their content,
structure, and meaning. Many do so merely by trusting the credibility or scholarly
reputation of certain researchers, whether ancient or modern, Eastern or Western.

This paper thus seeks to restore the proper value of historical sources as the
foundation of authentic historical research. It serves as a first and indispensable step
for all researchers, emphasizing the urgent necessity of prioritizing sources before
consulting secondary references. It also highlights the precautions that must be
observed to safeguard researchers from the various forms of misuse of primary texts
and to ensure full awareness of what historical research truly requires to reach
historical truth and its essential prerequisites, without negligence or distortion.
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