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The Importance of Utilizing Archives in Historical Research through the Indexes of
Professor Khalifa Hammache:
"An Index of Documents on the History of Algeria during

the Ottoman Era as a Model"*
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Abstract:

The archive is considered one of the primary sources for historical writing across all eras. It
forms the fundamental basis for scientific research and historical writing, serving as the
collective memory of peoples throughout time. Archival centers therefore contain documents
of great historical value, which constitute essential material for history and research.
However, researchers often face difficulties in accessing and utilizing these documents
effectively. Hence, they rely on research tools such as catalogs, summaries, and indexes that
facilitate access to information within various archives.

In this context, Professor Khalifa Hammache has significantly contributed to uncovering and
organizing a collection of documents related to the history of Algeria during the Ottoman
period and the beginning of the French occupation, preserved in the National Libraries of
Algeria and Tunisia, as well as in the Hassaniyah Library in Rabat. Through his
compilation of several indexes, he introduced these valuable documents to researchers by
listing and classifying them across these repositories.

This study raises the following questions: What is the importance of indexes in the
organization and classification of historical documents, and what is their significance for
researchers? What is the specific value of the indexes prepared by Khalifa Hammache
for the documents of Algerian history during the Ottoman period?

Keywords: Archives — Historical Research — Indexes — Archival Centers — Khalifa
Hammache
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11-le petit Larousse illustré, Paris,Larousse, 198210



12 -chaumier.jacques.l’analyse documentaire ou la valorisation des documents

recherche en soins infimiers (en ligneyn 50 set 1997.consulter.disponible sur

http://tulltext.bdsp.ehesp.fr/Rs1/50/99 .pdf



