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Expressing Ability and Inability

How to express ability and Inability:

To express that someone has the power or skill to do something or unable to do it, we use : can,
can not, could, could not and be able to to talk about ability, make requests and ask for or give
permission.

e She can speak several languages.
e He can swim like a fish.

e They can not dance very well.

Expressing ability in the Present:

We use can and can not to talk about the ability to do something at a specific time in the present.
e Ex 1: I can see you.

e Ex 2: Help! I can't breathe.

Expressing ability in the Past:

We use could and could not to talk about the past.
e Ex 1: She could speak several languages.

e Ex2:1could not see you.

Expressing ability in the Future:

We use will be able to to talk about the future.

e Ex: When I finish my studies, I will be able to find a job.



e Ex: [ will not be able to go to the party tonight.

Things to remember:

¢ Can, could, be able to is always followed by an infinitive without "to."
Ex: I can ride my bike and I can drive a car.

e (Can in the past is was able or could .
Ex: When I was young I was able to ride a bike.
Ex: I couldn't hear what he was saying.

e Negative form of can is either “cannot” or “can not” and its negative contraction is
“Can’t”. It means we just add "Not" before these modals.



Translation of Two Short Surats
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2-Al- Kawthar:
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In the Name of Allah—the Most Compassionate,
Most Merciful.
1. Indeed, We have granted you, [O

Muhammad], al-Kawthar.

2. So pray to your Lord and sacrifice [to Him
alone].

3. Indeed, your enemy is the one cut off.
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Two Hadiths from Forty al-Nawawiya in English and Arabic

Hadith 1: Deeds are by intentionsm il Jlac ) Laif
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Omar ibn al-Khattab reported: The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, said:

Verily, deeds are only with intentions. Verily, every person will have only what they intended.
Whoever emigrated to Allah and his messenger, his emigration is for Allah and his messenger.
Whoever emigrated to get something in the world or to marry a woman, his emigration is for that

to which he emigrated.

Hadith 7: Religion is Good Will m dasaill syl
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Tamim al-Dari reported: The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, said:

Verily, the religion is sincerity.We said, “To whom?”” The Prophet said:To Allah, his book, his

messenger, the leaders of the Muslims, and their common people.
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