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RESEARCH SUMMARY

Thank God whom with his gift good is accomplished, pray and peace be
upon Mohamed.

Thisthesisiswritten in order to achieve master degree in comparative
between religions entitled ** Contemporary Readings of Religion, Abdolkarim
Soroush asamodel. It contained an introduction, a preliminary chapter, three
other chapters, a conclusion, indexes, and aresearch summary. The
introduction included a presentation of the subject, its importance, the
problematic of the research, the reasons why | choose it, previous studies, the
difficulties | faced with the methodology and the outline of the research. |
devoted the preliminary chapter to explain the words within the title and those
related to the subject like the text and holiness using linguistic references and
different dictionaries.

However, in the first chapter | discussed the contemporary readings through
the historical digging; to show both reasons and factors behind this
phenomenon where | shed some light on its relation with Constance’s
philosophical school, especidly its reception theory. Also | talked about the
significant contemporary Islamic readings of the religious text showing the
explication of the modern pioneers such as: Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd, Mohamed
Arkoun and Mohamed Mojtahid Achabistri.

The second chapter includes the main external contexts that influences
Soroush’s mind pushing him to make a critical project. It focuses on rereading
the text as a human phenomenon with the methods of the latest knowledge
made by philosophical production. Thiswill be by displaying the political
context’ the regime’, the educational context because it has a great influence on
the factors of the appearance and the development of the contemporary
readings of religionin Iran.

Finally, the third chapter wasto criticize the Soroushian reading by
demonstrating the cognitive foundations that he used as resources of his critical
project. | divided them into Islamic and western cognitive resources that rely
on different approaches known as the latest achievements of the Western mind
in the field of human phenomena. | have clearly demonstrated them showing
the most important ones such as: Hermeneutic

approach, Epistemological approach, Psychological approach represented in
his religious experience, also | tried to trace the origins of hisideas.
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From this research we conclude :

-We conclude the huge difference between western and Islamic concepts and
their formation path. Some wrong data were taken for granted like the issue of
taking the Arabic Islamic concepts from a non-1slamic environment such as the
word ‘religion’. We have clearly shown its authenticity as well asthe Islamic
religion.

-However, for the concepts of ‘Quran-bible’, the variation is spotted in their
path of formation. Concerning the bible, it is from the tissue ‘text” whereas for
Quran, it is due to the collecting, because of the variation between the religious
systems ‘Islam, Christianity’. While Western religious system is looking for a
consolidated text, searching for a unified system is the aim of Islamic Reading.
Thus, the problem is that western system has many texts while the Islamic one
has many readings.

- The difference in perceptions between the two religious systems is due to
their different emergence paths and the evolution of their conceptual device.
Social, political and historical matters had a great role in the composition. This
made some -of the western thinker’s projections-unscientific approaches. On
the other hand, contemporary approach calls for understanding the
phenomenon, so we can have a complete knowledge then conclude with an
explanatory reading which aims to control the phenomenon and predict all its
dimensions. Conversely, we will misunderstand the phenomenon and lose
control.

-the difference in reasons of the appearance of contemporary was because of
the tyranny of the rulersin the West who derived their authority from the
Church. They oppressed scientists and thinkers because the conflict between
science and religion is a battlefield between the clerics and scholars.

-The emergence of contemporary readings movement in the Muslim world
was thefirst seed as aresult of thelir civil retardation knowing that they were its
|eaders before colonialism. So, heading to the religious text was for the
renovation. The same Western means that were used to strike the credibility of
the Bible were used against the Church whether knowing their path of
formation or not. In any case, whoever adopted the Western paradigm- in
renovation — depended on the same ways that were used by the Church’s
enemiesto take it down.

- The readings adopt the ‘Human reading of the text’. They prioritize the
reader on both text and author according to atheory that claims that the text is
dependent to the reader. Thus, He is the one who renovates the text and the
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more the reader has a broad knowledge, the more the reading is productive
since reading varies according to the cognitive content.

- The importance of belief in transcendent source of the work and the subject
and its influence on comprehension no matter what method isused. Thereisno
innocent reading because it is always preceded by backgrounds which define it.
Also, they may lead to the distortion of the intended subject in order to prove
the intellectual background of the reader.

-Soroush was considered a proponent of the reconsideration of the Shiite
religious cognitive system. He calls for freedom, particularly the freedom of
thought and religious reading not restricting it to clergy.

- By dealing with religion, Soroush’s objective was to criticise the common
knowledge of the conservative Iranian clerics who control the regime and
restrict the liberal thought. He called for the openness and the use of the
Western knowledge claiming that the time of the legendary intellect is gone
and the western knowledge is the latest achievement of a scientific brain based
on both facts and approach that respects the brain and ignores superstition.

- Soroush made an interpretation of the prophetic experience as a private
one. The privacy is demonstrated in the awareness of the prophet —M ohamed-
of that experience.

- Soroush does not deny the existence of areligious truth or even a straight
path but he is saying there are many straight paths. Thisis clearly shownin his
saying:’ by the number of creations, there are paths to the creator’.

» Therefore, the Quranic text for Soroush is the reflective mirror of the
awareness in the field of religious experience.

= For him, the Prophet- peace and pray be upon him - was a man who
explained his experience with the transcendent.

At last, we ask acceptance from God. This research remains my modest
reading and it needs more work especially on the ethical side sinceit hasa
huge impact on the contemporary modernisation. | pray that | have been able to
provide an overall vision of contemporary readings of religion in general and
Soroush’s reading in particular.

And God isthe guider to the straight path
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