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Abstract

The i1ssue of coexistence is an issue which engaged those
who are religiously, ethnically and even sectarian and ideo-
logically, where seminars and meetings were held and laws
were enacted. It is one of the most important issues that come
before the table of dialogues and discussions. Every nation
looked up to show what it was, and highlight its borders and
its concept.

There is no doubt that the message of Islam is universal,
came for all mankind. Coexistence is a principle of its princi-
ples, and a base of its bases that Quran had originated and
brought to light, and set up its borders and methodology. This
research which is before our hands tackles this issue entitled:
"Living with the followers of religions in the Holy Quran"',
which can set forth in the following points:

- Stating out the concept of coexistence and tolerance at real
Muslims.

- The origin and the reality of the relationship of Muslims
with other religions’ followers.

- The foundations on which Quran has built the principle of
coexistence.

- Mechanisms for coexistence with followers of religions in
the Holy Quran.

- Stating out the aspects of coexistence between Muslims and
non-Muslims in the Holy Quran and the reasons which nega-
tively affect that.
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Through this restructuring of the subject, we it summari
in thefollowing:

The genuine coexistence is happening by abstinence and
cooperation. By abstinence it meant to keep Muslim religious
identity without being diluted or being melt in the other and
so to preserve the assets and principles in the realm of his re-
ligious faith, and in cooperation in all that cooperation is
worth in the field of transactions and human relations.

In this sense and through research it has discerned to us
that coexistence or tolerance is a principle of Quran’s princi-
ples, was founded to combine between who are different at all
religious ethnic and nationalism levels and others. The origin
of the relationship between Muslims with other religions’ fol-
lowers is a peaceful relationship set up by Quran with the
peaceful class of them. Whereas, the relationships with those
who have declared war on Muslims and attacked them and
drive them out of their homes and homelands is a relationship
of war. Moreover, Quran has set rules to deal with both
classes accordingly. The research has as well unveiled the dif-
ference between terrorism that terrorized people and Jihad
which can’t be but to respond to aggression and assault, as
well as to achieve peace and security, and even to fight
against terrorism.

As Quran originated for coexistence with followers of
religions the peaceful relationship, it was built on principles,
including: the human dignity of the human being; since Quran
has honored man as a human being, regardless of his faith,
and his race,... and also stressed that human beings are differ-
ent, and made this difference of cosmic laws which no one
could change but Allah, and made it a prodigy of his. So, they
are different in race, sex, language, color and religion, and he
has founded acquaintance on difference, differing peoples and
tribes and communities, all in order to get to know each other.

And made the message of Islam to the worlds, and did not
force anyone to embrace and engage in it , after well stating
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and it and based the call to it on the argument and evidence
and not on coercion and spear (sword), it force none to follow
it giving freedom for offenders to believe or discuss or reject,
they have the freedom to believe any religion they want to
understand and they are responsible for their choice in front of
God the day of judgment, also gave them the freedom of ex-
pression to express and translate their beliefs without exclu-
sion or marginalization, and that did not preclude to discuss
with them in criticizing approach, and not in a striking way in
their beliefs, because man is by nature to polemic whether he

is right or wrong, God says: ¢and indeed we have put forth

Every kind of example In This Quran, for mankind. But,

man is ever more quarrelsome than anything ' #1 4Al Kahf

54%and instruct to conduct this instinct through dialogue, set-

ting it as a way to exchange views and cross-fertilization of
ideas, and set forth what is rue and what is wrong in it, set
out unification as the basis of dialogue, well indicating it and
established its call on evidence and proof, and called for vio-
lators to dialogue it freely and be contentment ; a dialogue
based on arguments of reason and logic proof, even if they
fail to overcome, they have the freedom to believe or blas-

pheme: 4 and they said: ''There is no (other life) but Our
(present) life of This world, and never shall we be resur-
rected (on the Day of Resurrection). ° 29 g

Afterwards, it extends communication bridges with viola-
tors of the followers of religions, and prescribed to them the
provisions of their own and other bound them together to

1 - Al Kahf :54
2 - Al Anam :29.
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Muslims by association beneficence a kindness in all sense,
this communication incarnated in ethical and humane mani-
festations in various fields, it 1s not foreclosed to communi-
cate with offenders in their different levels and in all areas of
life, and this predetermined by foreordain and religion, with
reason and conveyance, and Quran does not come contrary to
the instinct.

Then, after that we find that Quran tackled issues that
never stopped threatening coexistence and peace and security
in many countries, the issues have become the talk time, the
issue of mutual negative stereotypes among followers of relig-
ions, and the issue of Promises Betrayed, and the issue of in-
sulting the sanctities.

The first issue is the issue of negative stereotypes ex-
changed between the followers of religions, we find a lot of
non-Muslims do not know of Islam but he terrorism, and of
terrorists only Arabs and Muslims. They do not read Islam
from its sources, but they read it from the deformed and dis-
torted orientalist readings, or say drowning readings - and this
applies many of it -, they believe that is Islam. Muslim Folk
extremists do not know non-Muslims but by their wrong
dogmatism, so they consider non-Muslims one kind that must
be opposed, boycotted, and to dislodge and remove if it is af-
fordable. All this is wrong to identify the fact of people and
what they really are. So, Quran has solicited to learn and em-
pathize violators; their duties and their rights, by scientific

approach: 4 and follow not (O man i.e., Say not, or do not or

witness not, etc.) that of which You have no knowledge (e.g.
one's saying: "'l have seen,'’ while In fact He has not seen,

or "I have heard,"” while He has not heard). Verily! The
hearing, and the sight, and the heart, of each of those you
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will be questioned (by Allah ).%»11 4Al IsraagThe approach of

Justice and straight: 40 you who believe! stand out firmly for

Allah and be just witnesses and let not the enmity and Ha-
tred of others make you avoid justice. be just: that is nearer
to piety, and fear Allah. Verily, Allah is well acquainted with

what you do. 2%»2 4¢Al Maa-idah$ And the principle that they

are not alike.

The second issue is an issue Promises Betrayal; which
takes down security and ignites wars, which is exemplified
and ratified today by the reality of the Palestinian cause in
overturning the covenants and promises by Zionist Jews.

The other issue is the issue of insulting sanctities, where
some people turned sanctities of religions into defile, so they
do not speak about but to insult it, and never picture it but
contemptuously and for humor and humiliating, and make of
that a freedom of expression, and forgotten that this expres-
sion cannot be unless by changing peace to war and security
to fear, and coexistence to conflict.

Therefore, Quran has set the fact of these issues and di-
rected to find out the offenders and ordered the fulfillment
and covenants, and prevented insulting religious sanctities,
and this is the approach of the Quran in the origination of co-
existence with followers of religions.

1. Al Israa ::36
2 _Al Maa-idah:8
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