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The title of the intervention:
Banditry and guardianship in the Middle Maghreb society
(5-9 AH / 11-15 AD).

Summary:
One of the issues and phenomena that historians and researchers had

had between their hands was the history of the Islamic Maghreb; more
specifically, the Middle Maghreb. It was the issue of "banditry that
permeated in the middle Maghreb during the last three centuries of the
middle ages" resulting from the political environment in that field (the
passing through of authority the hilali tribes activity and the movement of
the zenat groups.....),the reason why it’s a must to treat & scrutinize this
in regard to the factual existence of it in that area as being an inseparable
part of its history. It is immensely crucial to build a fuller picture through
analyzing, studying and understanding the historical shifts & transitions of
the life of that society in that era.

As the Sufi’s ideology penetrated the tissues of the
cultural and intellectual life. People started accepting and embracing the
thoughts and orientations of the Sufis. It was the perfect spot for them to
prove and fortify their existence to mitigate and limit it as they were
aware of the pioneering reforms, educational and other social and security



related issues, in addition to the widespread of This phenomenon,the
unfair usurpation and encroachment on people’s money, whether by the
authority in any possible representative form or by tribes and people of
evil and corruption. This undisputedly resulted in a reaction by the Sufis
and saints who stood firm and rigorous against these acts that were
prohibited by the Islamic teachings and Sharia altogether and had their
repercussions on public security in the countries of the Middle Maghreb,
thus formed a punitive authority produced by the collective imagination of
the Maghreb society to overcome the loopholes of political,
jurisprudential and even customary authority. Departing from this we
raise the following question:

What was the philosophy the Sufis and their saints had depended
on to confront banditry knowing the prevailing mentality of the
inhabitants of the Middle Maghreb and their beliefs that the saints

compose a reliable security alternative?
Keywords: - Banditry - saints - security - books of virtues - corner - repentance -
sacred violence.
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