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The contextual approach and its impact on employing the noble

Prophet’s hadith in the introduction to Ibn Khaldun (d. 808 AH)
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Abstract:

Ibn Khaldun’s introduction, with its various contextual approaches, its analysis processes, its
critical references, its forward-looking principles, its foundational data, and the
comprehensiveness of investigation of its phenomena, attracted scholars in all their scientific and
cognitive fields. They applied to it their tools, methods, and aspects of their research concerns,
questioning its contents, extrapolating its dimensions and details, and taking its documentation
and textual inferences, most of which were built on principles and approaches from the Holy
Qur’an. The noble Prophetic hadith, with its information and interpretations and its keeping up
with the norms of building man and evaluating his conditions and circumstances, is considered
evidence that Ibn Khaldun employed in strengthening the presentations of the introduction and
the generalities of its chapters, building its approach and arranging its ideas, as the determination
of its purposes and understanding of its dimensions was not possible except by recalling this
noble text, which he used to delve into the presentations of the civilizational norms. And logical
explanations, contingent facts, and variables, with their calamities and conditions occurring
between strength and weakness, prosperity and decline, dominance and submission, resurrection
and stagnation, as affected by the roles of time and its innovations and the accompanying
creations of man and the variation of his conditions and the consequent efforts and failures in his
scientific and cultural paths

Keywords: context, Ibn Khaldun, the noble Prophet’s hadith, employment. introduction.
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