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Title of the Contribution:

The role of Context in Understanding Prophetic Actions According to Tahir ibn Ashur
Abstract:

Islamic scholars, particularly scholars of Usul al-Figh (principles of Islamic jurisprudence),
have paid close attention to the methods that determine meaning and generate interpretations.
One of these methods is known as context. Thus, considering context is among the most
prominent and important determinants of textual interpretation in legislative and other fields.
Context forms a fundamental pillar for the correct understanding of legal texts, and hadith
texts are no exception. A significant portion of distortions, anomalies, and erroneous fatwas
related to hadith texts stems from a lack of understanding of their context. Therefore, scholars
have placed great emphasis on context due to its role in the process of deriving legal rulings.
They have given it meticulous attention through examining the circumstances and reasons
accompanying the revelation of the noble hadith, as neglecting these factors can lead to
misunderstanding and deviation from the true intent of the prophetic message.

It is well known that hadith is the second source of Islamic legislation. Thus, understanding its
words and meanings is essential to reaching the true purposes of the Prophet's speech (peace
be upon him). This understanding can only be achieved by following the linguistic contexts of
the hadith text and the situational context in which it was spoken. This paper explores the role
of context in understanding hadith and using it as evidence by uncovering the types of
contexts in which hadith appears and their impact on classifying prophetic verbal and actional
behaviors. Context is a crucial element in determining the purposes behind the Prophet’s
actions, and distinguishing between these contexts is a clear way to understand how to follow
the Prophet (peace be upon him). It is not sufficient to merely follow apparent traditions and
rules delivered by the Prophet; rather, one must also follow his methodology in applying
God’s rulings.



Through this research, we aim to highlight the role of context in guiding the interpretation of
the noble hadith by applying it to specific examples of the Prophet's sayings (peace be upon
him) that occurred in different contexts. We also aim to show that context plays a role in
favoring one interpretation over others and in understanding the hadith text based on the
situational context in which the Prophet’s statement or action occurred. This helps to discern
the Prophet’s true intent behind his actions considering that context. The Prophet’s actions
may transition from the realm of communication to the realm of judgment, political
governance, leadership, guidance, or indication, among other contexts extensively discussed
by scholars. This understanding is achieved by linking the hadith with its context to uncover
the nature of the Prophet’s action.

Thus, scholars have divided the prophetic actions, recognizing the importance of these
divisions in understanding the Prophetic Sunnah. Among these scholars are the Malikis, who,
despite sharing these inquiries with others, have unique methodological characteristics and
jurisprudential applications, indicating their particular interest in contextual circumstances,
especially concerning the Prophet's actions. | chose 1bn Ashur, a prominent Maliki scholar,
who excelled in using situational context to understand the Prophet’s actions by closely
examining the circumstances and contexts in which the Prophet’s words or actions occurred
and arranging them meticulously to aid scholars in understanding without error or
misinterpretation resulting from merely relying on the apparent meaning of words without
investigating the underlying conditions, circumstances, and purposes. This ensures deriving
rulings based on an original and comprehensive methodology.

Key words : Context , Prophetic Actions , ibn Ashur .
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