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Summary

The massacres of 8 May 1945, committed by French colonialism against the Algerian
people, are the most heinous war crimes against humanity committed during the twentieth
century, if we look at the terrible toll of human lives who went out in peaceful
demonstrations. They are a manifestation of legitimate political activity in democratic
systems to express their joy. With the victory of the free world and the defeat of dictatorial
regimes, especially Nazism, for which they made sacrifices. Many writings have been written
about these events by those who lived through the events, whether French or Algerian,
including the memoirs of religious leaders. They contributed to revealing many facts about
the horror of the attack.

French colonialism, whether during the liberation revolution or before it. We chose
examples from some of the writings that emerged from the facts of these demonstrations,
and we focused on the memoirs of Mashati Kenmudj, as he is one of the important players in
the history of Algeria before, during, and after independence, especially since he was one of
the figures who attended the events of May 8, 1945. France committed massacres in the
cities of eastern Algeria, especially in Guelma, Kherarat, and Setif, using various means of
repression and weapons against the demonstrators, which it deliberately called the events of
8 May.

Keywords:8 May 1945 demonstrations - historical writings - Mahalla — French.
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