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its founder, Al-Jahiz.
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The science of theology is considered a fundamental entry point for Arabic rhetoric. Early
rhetoric was significantly influenced by the methods of theology in handling different types of
discourse and forms of expression. Additionally, the theological challenges faced by Kalam
arose from rhetorical phenomena present in the Quranic text, which posed a real threat to the
faith from both within and outside the religious community.
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Thus, theology contributed to guiding Arabic rhetoric in the correct direction of meaning and
its associated issues, according to the requirements of faith, by applying the principle of
consistency. This principle ensures no contradictions or disruptions in doctrine. As such, it
became the driving force behind rhetorical ideas, shaping them. Rhetoric is, in this context, tied
to doctrinal ideas, carrying its concerns, adopting its questions, and striving to remove any
obstacles in its way. Hence, it became subject to doctrinal oversight, serving as the protector
and defender of faith.
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This theological influence is evident in the work of key figures in Arabic rhetoric, particularly
among theologians (Mu'tazilites and Ash‘arites), throughout its formation, development,
independence, and stabilization. This is especially evident in the works of Al-Jahiz, Al-Jurjani,
Al-Sakkaki, and others.
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Therefore, | chose the title: "The Theological Dimensions in Rhetorical Thought of Al-Jahiz."
The primary issue | aim to address is: How did the science of theology influence the emergence
of Arabic rhetoric? What are the theological dimensions in Al-Jahiz's rhetorical thought? What
are the most significant manifestations of this influence in rhetoric in general, and specifically
in Al-Jahiz's work?
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To answer these questions, | adopted the following methodology: first, defining the key terms
of the research, followed by an introduction to Al-Jahiz, and then outlining the theological
dimensions in his rhetorical thought.
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