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The reality of the manuscript heritage in Algeria: experiences and
proposals for preservation and maintenance

Abstract

This enormous heritage, which public authorities have long considered a secondary concern, is
gradually emerging thanks to the work of many researchers, the joint activities of Algerian and
international scientific research, a growing association work, and influential figures.

Aside from the current emergence of a true Algerian cultural awareness, it is necessary to point
out a worrying observation about the status and condition of the written heritage, especially since
more time is not in its favor.

More fragile than the remains of stones, which are also not immune to destruction! What remains
of these pages of parchment, papyrus, etc., which are precious and often wonderful testimonies of
the knowledge and art of our ancestors?

An urgently proposed solution is to digitize existing heritage vaults. Before that, a general
inventory and a unified index must be designed in cooperation with national researchers and foreign
research teams.

Our intervention focuses, specifically, on what university scientific research can add to the process
of preserving, restoring and providing this written memory to Algerians. Here, information and
communications technology comes as an absolute necessity to make this treasure available and
benefit from it.

Keywords: - manuscript, conservation, heritage, ICT, Algeria.
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