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The desert in the contemporary Arabic novel
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Preamble:

There is no doubt that the Arab person is the result of a harsh desert environment
that extends from the Arabian Peninsula to the countries of the Maghreb, of which the
desert represents the largest area Which means that the Arab mind is the product of this
harsh space through which it learned resistance and steadfastness. He expressed his
positions on life in many poetic poems that made him famous from time immemorial,
and the Arab creator today still draws from his authentic environment forms of
creativity and distinction, taking the desert as a field for narrative writing , creativity,
contemplation, and resistance For him, the desert was the home of the first stories and
his source of knowledge about his heritage and belonging. It was a space full of
mythology, wonders, and legendary stories that he enjoyed in that very vast space. On
the one hand On the other hand, it represents its history and its resistance to the
harshness of nature and the emptiness of time around it. This is what made it transform
from a space of death, loss, and wandering into a space of resistance and a constant
search for ways to escape from the fears it produces. Therefore, celebrating it was a
matter of reverence for heritage and a declaration of Arab identity.

Based on the importance that creators have given to writing about the desert in the
contemporary Arabic novel, this scientific symposium attempts to research “desert
literature” in terms of the concept, the term, and the legitimacy of naming it, on the
one hand, and to research the secrets and details of the presence of the desert through
criticism and analysis.
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