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Summary

Joseph Schacht’s Position on the Issuance of Legislation from the Prophet, Considering
his Roles — peace be upon him - A Critical Study

Orientalism is one of the most dangerous intellectual movements that are keen to sow
suspicions and fabrications about the original sources of reception of Muslims. For this
purpose, the Orientalists and those behind them recruit human, economic and technical
energies to achieve the goals they seek.

Among the most important of these orientalists who wrote about and studied the biography of
the Messenger, peace be upon him, and his honorable and purified Sunnah, is the German
Joseph Schacht (b. 1902-d. 1969).

The German Joseph Schacht is considered, among the later orientalists,as the most prominent
of those who attacked the Prophet’s Sunnah and its authoritativeness, and denied the
prophethood of Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Concerning the legislative
biography of the Prophet -pbuh-, Schacht thinks that the prophets’ sayings and actions did not
come from his position of prophecy, i.e. they were not intended to be legislation, because the
Messenger - R - according to Schacht’s opinion, was not interested in explaining legislative
matters, such as issues related to financial transactions, personal status, judiciary, and other
rulings, as these issues were outside on the scope of religion or legislation.
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He denies the existence of any hadith issued by him, may God bless him and grant him peace,
that is used as legal evidence on these legislative issues. Shacht sees that the term “Sunnah”
has nothing to do with the words and actions of the Messenger — may God’s prayers and
peace be upon him — rather it is due to an old concept, which is amatter that is agreed upon.
Shacht also believes that invoking hadiths that are connected to the Messenger — may God’s
prayers and peace be upon him —was not known in the first and second centuries Hijri, but it
appeared in the era of the jurisprudential schools and exactly in the time of Al-Shafi’i, who
was calling for the need to base the jurisprudential inferences on the Prophet’s sayings or
actions (if the hadith is authentic, then it is doctrinal), which led, according to Shachet’s
opinion, to the emergence of false hadiths about the Messenger in order to legitimize and back
the inferences and opinions of jurisprudence. Thus, he accuses Muslim jurists and their
speakers of lies and fabrication in the hadith, and arbitrarily mentioning the isnads of the
narrators whom they choose themselves. What can be concluded from this is that, that
Schacht believes in the invalidity of any of the hadiths of rulings narrated with the chain of
transmission to the Messenger -pbuh- and denies its issuance from any of on his roles, as a
prophet or judiciary or politician What is strange is his claim to adhere to the accurate
scientific method in his research, while in fact, when looking and investigating, we find that
he was transgressing the principles of the scientific method recognized in his studies and
writings related to the Prophet’s purified biography and the honorable legislation.It is noticed
from his works, that he was in the pitfalls of racial prejudice against Muslims and intense
hatred for them, and far from the objectivity that the researcher must possess, leading to
fairness with his opponents.

He also proceeds from axioms he had and preconceived ideas firmly established in his mind,
which he wants to prove, even if through the way of deliberate lies and slanderand arbitrary
interpretation of the texts, because he did not understand some of the words and terms, and
ignored the context of the phrases of the text, which has caused grave mistakes that could not
befit a “pole” in research and oriental studies.

Thus, the research questions that arise are: Who is Joseph Schacht? What are his views and
writings about the Prophet's biography and legislation? Are they based on an accurate and
sound scientific method free of defects? And what are the most prominent defects in the
scientific research of Schacht? Are these defects affecting the validity of the conclusions
reached by Shachat with regard to some issues in the Prophet’s biography and legislation in
terms of their acceptance or rejection? These and other questions are what my research paper
is trying to answer and critically study - God willing — in this research.

The key words : Joseph Schacht, Roles of the Prophet, Legislation, the biography.
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