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Abstract

In this paper we seek to shed light on one of the modern literary theories in the study of texts.
We rely on its quest to reach a deeper and more meaningful interpretation and analysis of texts.
The theory attempts to uncover the contents and purposes of the text by returning to the
structural theory and its applications to the field of religious studies In general, and the sacred
texts in particular. It was chosen because of its achievements on both fields : human and social
sciences. Our attention will be focused on the efforts of the French literary critic, "Roland
Barth," who entered the world of religious texts making use of the structural method and its
methodology to discover the general structure of The Holy Book. Barth worked hardly in
order to create a new literary branch in the field of textual studies, which was called:” The
Structural Analysis of the Narrative or Storyteller'. He created a whole theory of analysis; so he

worked on its development, major features, principles, perspectives and tools using the narrative



heritage of the momentum that is rich in the Bible, which carries with it the structure of literary

narrative,

This research is based on the importance of knowledge and methodology due to the seriousness
with which these subjects were studied for their specificity and sanctity. Moreover, this thesis is
so peculiar compared to what is spreading in the theological circles. Structuralism was applied in
many branches, But only Barth who dared finally to use it in the study of religous texts. He
provides a detailed analyses of religious texts, passages and single images so as to reveal the
general structure that governs them and the story as a whole. By doing so, Barth shows the
impact and value of story and storytelling (myths) in shaping people’s identities, history and
civilization.this paper also goes deep to uncover the paradigme that controls modernism and
postmodernism, thanks to structural theory and its wide impact on the development of thinking

at that period.

This study 1s motivated by these research questions: What is the structural literary theory ? Is it
an approach in itself or is it just a method of research ? What is the purpose that Barth sought to
reach applying the structural theory in the sacred texts? Does the Bible fit for literary study?
How Barth studied the sacred text structurally and what steps, schemes, and tools did he

employ? Did he succeed in his project and proved the effectiveness of his method or not?

In order to reach answers to these questions, we studied this subject based on the analytical
method, by returning to the original sources in Barth, and presenting the principles (codesy and
tools he relied on to study the narratives. Then explaining its difterent functions, principles and
objectives based on the opinions of specialists in literary criticism and structural studies. By the
end, we try to reveal the feasibility of the results and the value of Barth’s project in terms of

epistemology, and its relevance to the nature of the sacred texts.

This research is divided into two sections: the first was devoted to the general definition of
structuralism from different angles of human and social sciences, then its shift to the field of
religious studies and the factors of that shift ( to study religious textsy. In addition to the defining
Barth’s  project of developing a theory to analyse narratives. The second section is more
practical in which we present the methodological steps to study the narrative. Then applying
them to explore the text : Acts of the Apostles which we adopted as a model for study. Then
deducing how different parts of the text hold together and the governing structure.

We end up with a critique and evaluation of this project and its validity.

This study has been studied in reference to the original sources written by Barth himself, the
most important of which are : "Textual Analysis, Applications on Texts of the Bible, the Bible
and the Short Story", "Introduction to Structural Analysis of the Stories" and "S / Z" And its
project and study applied in it. We also have sought to obtain the most important source,which

was the backbone of his project entitled : « Analyse Structurale et Exéges Biblique-Essais



d'interprétation » unfortunately we were not able to get it. So this research is just a small
introduction to his project. We relied on other references that studied his project : "The

Problem of the Structure of Ibrahim Zakaria" and "Building Theory of Salah Fadl".



