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Summary of the Intervention: Renewal in Islamic Jurisprudence, a Study in
Methodology and Mechanisms:

God Almighty has endowed Islamic Sharia with numerous characteristics by making it
suitable for every time and place, inherently renewable, which is the secret of its perpetuity
and its status as a universal message intended to guide humanity towards a better life and
address the problems of societies regardless of differences in time, place, or circumstances.
Therefore, God Almighty appointed those who serve it and renew its affairs, working to make



it accessible to people, as stated by the Prophet Muhammad: "Indeed, Allah will raise for this
community at the head of every hundred years the one who will renew its religion." Hence,
renewal in religion became a duty and a civilizational necessity for the Islamic community, of
which jurisprudence is a part. However, it does not aim to eliminate or erase the heritage or
cut ties with it; rather, it is a reconsideration and review of misconceptions, refuting
innovations and errors built upon limited perceptions. Renewal includes rejecting false
attributions, ignorance, and distortions introduced by some people into religion and its
jurisprudential rulings, as the Prophet Muhammad said: "This knowledge will be carried by
the trustworthy ones of every generation, who will refute the distortions of the extremists, the
false claims of the liars, and the misinterpretations of the ignorant.” This is the essence of
renewal, reviving the rulings of jurisprudence in the life of the community with its renewing
spirit, which requires adopting a methodology of criticism, review, evaluation, and
clarification in clear language, focusing on specific areas that require different approaches and
mechanisms to achieve that, such as renewal in the field of interpretation by linking
jurisprudence with its foundations and principles, and textual jurisprudence in light of the
objectives of Sharia. Additionally, it includes practical jurisprudence and the knowledge
thereof, which enables observers to make accurate judgments. This is achieved through
interaction between reason and revelation. Renewal also focuses on spreading jurisprudence
and making it accessible through advocacy, education, and authorship. It also involves its
application in all aspects of life by activating its commitment and adjudication in the judiciary
and governance, which can only be done through its proper presentation and accessibility, as
well as by regulating jurisprudence in various fields, and other mechanisms required by the
process of jurisprudential renewal.

Renewal is like the cornerstone in the process of advancing jurisprudence to the ranks of
exertion, through which scholars address all the challenges, complexities, and developments
brought forth by the times, enabling them to reach the levels of theorization and
consolidation. They laid the foundations for this renewal through reviewing, refining,
correcting, and prioritizing opinions, making them suitable for their times, addressing people's
needs, and serving their interests. Thus, this jurisprudence, for the most part, represents the
cumulative result of the efforts of previous generations, but the exertions of scholars of each
era carry a degree of specificity linked to the era in which they were made. They are closely
related to the environment, customs, interests, harms, and balancing them within the
framework of the time and place in which they emerged. Therefore, it is not suitable for
specialists of later eras to adopt them without revising and filtering what is not suitable for
that era, distinguishing between what is universally applicable and suitable for all times and
what is specific to certain circumstances. This does not mean that renewal in our
jurisprudence is relative or not absolute, intending to deviate from or contradict the texts, or to
review the texts themselves, as they are divine revelation free from error and fault. Rather, the
aim is to review human understandings of those texts, as they are susceptible to error,
misunderstanding, and misapplication, thus requiring renewal. Therefore, renewing our
jurisprudential heritage necessitates rereading it with an empowering and transformative
reading, not one of blind imitation and sanctification, continuously reviewing it
constructively, infusing it with the spirit of renewal, correction, and improvement in its
formulation, methods of dissemination, application, or some of its contents, ensuring its
continuous renewal and adaptation to developments in every time and place, so it remains
flexible, generous, and giving, as it has always been throughout the ages.

The keywords: Renewal, Jurisprudence, Fields, Methodology, Mechanisms.
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