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The role of the sheikhdom in extending Ottoman influence

In Algeria during the two centuries (18 AD and 19 AD)
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Summary

Algeria was politically, militarily, socially, and administratively, as it was divided into
four beylikats in order to maintain order. Algeria was subjected to Ottoman rule for
more than three centuries, from 1520 AD to 1830 AD, during which the Ottomans
were able to organize the year. The beylikats were divided into administrative units,

which were represented by urban areas in the cities.

Each of them is headed by an Algerian or Turkish leader in his capacity as the leader of
the country or the leader of the house, assisted by the sheikh of the country, and it is
required that he be an Arab. As for the isolated and intractable areas, such as mountains
and deserts, they are subject to the authority of the tribes and influential families in the

region, as the social system in the Algerian countryside is formed by the tribe and the
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throne, and this may be among the reasons that preserved the rights of orphans, widows,

and even the foolish and the insane, and the receipt of inheritance rights

. The tribe was considered the administrative unit of the Algerian countryside during the
Ottoman era. It was supervised by a leader, and each district was supervised by a sheikh
who took care of its affairs and looked after its interests. Nasser al-Din Saidouni and
Muhammad al-Arabi al-Zubairi confirmed that the Ottomans kept the authority of the
countryside practically in the hands of the tribal sheikhs, and the beys worked to keep

the sheikhs who were chosen from among them. By the people.

Keywords: sheikh, sheikhdom, tribe, tribal authority
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