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Paper summary

The one who works with the science of “Usul Al-Figh” (the foundations of jurisprudence) realizes that it is
dominated by the methodological nature, as it is the logical basis on which jurisprudence is based, and the
relationship between them is that of theory to application. For this, we find that the scholars of Usul Al-Figh are
distinguished by a characteristic that differs from others, which is the tendency towards practical thought that
appears most in the issues of the fundamentalist analogy

However, the scholars of Usul Al-Figh found themselves restricted in their rulings to specific forms on the
one hand, and to the tendency of analogy towards Aristotelian logic on the other hand, and the result was the
emergence of standard images that contradict the nature of Islamic thinking, so they were forced to deviate from
these images, and made changes in the forms of analogy.

Although the analogy has took its final shape, the scholars moved little by little towards induction, when
they noticed a weakness in the analogy in that it is not required to be definitive. Then, the issues of Usul Al-
Figh continued to be based on analogy as a proof n the majority of its chapters repartition mainly the dual rule of
“certain (decisive) and uncertain”. One of the results of this approach was falling into the delicate problematic
of the scarcity of texts that bear a “certain/ decisive nature”, and the consequent problems in that approach.

Then, the problem moved to Muslim natural scientists, because the experimental approach that they founded
faced the same problem, which requires an answer to the following problem:

How do we judge what is seen on what is absent? How do we transform what is specific and partial into
what is general and universal? This same problem was formulated by philosophers of science in this era, when
they posed the following questions: What is the basis of our inductive generalizations, mind or experience?
What is the philosophical guarantee that makes the mind move from judging the part to judging the whole (in
the natural sciences)? How do we judge that transition to be correct and certain at the same time? And if there is
no guarantee (according to some philosophers), does science have any justification and what is its fate?

This research dealt with the approach of Islamic thought in solving this problem compared to Western
thought.

Keywords :Generalization, Induction, Usul Al-Figh, Experimental method, Islamic thought, Western
thought
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