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Abstract:

Some scholars of the 20th century advocated for adopting the concept of
collective ijtihad as a method to address contemporary life's challenges and
the complexities of jurisprudential issues it raises. This call stemmed from the
shortcomings faced by the Muslim community on the scientific level and the
inability of contemporary jurists to tackle complex issues, coupled with the
chaos caused by some unqualified individuals attempting ijtihad without
proper preparation. These factors led most contemporary studies to
acknowledge collective ijtihad's importance and necessity in resolving modern
problems. Many studies aim to formulate a comprehensive framework for it,
developing applications to address challenges and derive Sharia rulings for
emerging issues through a sound methodology.

However, the central question remains the Sharia qualification of collective
ijtihad, its authority, and to whom it is binding, and the mechanisms for its
implementation. This paper examines collective ijtihad's concept and
development in contemporary studies, scrutinizing its authority based on
detailed Sharia evidence and overarching objectives. It discusses evidence
presented in research supporting collective ijtihad, proposed models for its
implementation, and offers insights into more effective frameworks. This is
particularly relevant in modern states where Sharia has been marginalized or
relegated to a limited scope.

The significance of this research lies in evaluating previous studies and
presenting a perspective on collective ijtihad's authority and mechanisms to
transform it from a scholarly exercise into a force for changing people's lives
and guiding society towards compliance with Islamic law.
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