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Abstract :

This study aims to determine the level of financial inclusion in Arab countries.
The study relied on the World Bank's Global Financial Inclusion Index, in addition to
examining Arab initiatives, whether issued by organizations or central banks, that
seek to promote financial inclusion as an important empowerment factor for
achieving development, financial stability, poverty reduction, and more. The study
concluded a relative improvement in financial inclusion indicators in the Arab region.
However, despite this improvement, it still lags behind achieving acceptable levels of
financial inclusion compared to other countries in the world, whether developing or
high-income. The study also found variation in the performance of Arab countries in
the sub-indicators of financial inclusion, which can be divided into: 1) countries that
achieved high levels of financial inclusion such as the UAE and Saudi Arabia, 2)
countries that had average results in most financial inclusion indicators such as
Algeria and Jordan, and 3) countries that are significantly lagging behind in achieving
acceptable levels of financial inclusion such as Iraq and Lebanon.

Keywords: Financial Inclusion, Arab Countries, Financial Account Ownership,
Savings, Borrowing.
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